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back would be to make sure Rochedale ? 


I get The Farr Post aa The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland Monthly 
every month |! ' 


= ‘ny, neil L ) August 1998 
Nah! are youcoming 4 are Oo c 
The only reason I'd come back to Number 22 


Is this the man for the job ? 


This is John Kosmina (it's 
an old photo, we know). 
He is the man on which 
Queensland football fans 
are pinning all their hopes. 
Can he restore some of the 
dented pride to the game 1 
this part of the world ? 
See page 5 for story 


The World Cup - 
special reports from 
France, The Wall 
Street Journal, and 
The view from The 

Armchair 


m Also... 
a Frankie goes to Hollywood (part 2) 
\ ‘ | Interview with Rochedale's Kieran Cooper 
t Gold Coast looking | 
to future "Football's not a matter of life or 
} More football death, it's much more important 


internet web sites | an that.’ | 
& ; The late, great Bill Shankly. 


Write to us... 
The Farr Post 
PO Box 478 
Bulimba 
Qid 4171 


>. 
Enjoy The World & ), 
Cup, and we'll be \ >) / 
back in August... 
Meanwhile, don't 
forget the Sports 


Print web site... Poy 


www.sportsprint.com.au 
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/f§ Editorial 
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it was much dismay that I returned to Queens- 
jand after an excellent overseas trip, which 
included a couple of World Cup games live, 
and numerous others via television. Not that I 
expected the Brisbane Strikers and Queens- 
land soccer in general to be the focus of 
attention in the local and national press, but to 
hear that the Eye on Soccer TV show had bit 
the dust, and then that Bonnie and the market- 
ing people had been told that they were no 
longer needed, I began to fear for football in 
Queensland. 

Apart from the snaring of John Kosmina as 
Strikers coach - a very positive step, I feel - 
our game doesn’t seem to have a bright future 
at all. It seems that the powers that be are 
determined to hang onto their positions no 
matter what the cost to the game as a whole. 
Questions asked about the Paul Morgan 
interest have revealed (“off the record”) that 
his money was not needed, if it meant that 
certain people would be asked to step down 
from the board ! Oh dear, oh dear ! 

Indeed, attempts to contact Paul for a com- 
ment didn’t bear much fruit, but at least we 
tried. 

On the positive side, TFP is back, and with 
these events, is even more determined to be 
the voice of the footballing public in this state. 
There have been times over the last few 
months when I’ve felt like packing it all in, but 
as I’m constantly reminded, that would only 
bring a sigh of relief from Perry Park - not 
something we intend to give them after so 
much hard work. 
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4 \, Frankie goes to Hollywood - part 2 


The mystery surrounding the departure of 
Frank Farina for greener (?) pastures 
will be no longer when his book is 
finally released on Ist September. 
Entitled “My World Is Round” he 
apparently touches on the very touchy 
subject just enough to answer all those 
questions that we’ve been dying to ask over _ the 
last few weeks (or so I’m told). A number of 
readers have written or telephoned to ask if we 
know any more details about his move to Sydney, 
and apart from a number of “off the record” 
comments nobody is saying too much, and we can 
only speculate. 
But we all know that the Strikers are broke, and 
rumours are that Frank wasn’t paid when he was 
due to be paid. When you consider that the rest of 
the players have all received their wages, you 
cannot but feel that he has been singled out for 
some special treatment. 
Why ? 
Well, last seasons board can’t have been too happy 
at the 1997/98 results, and final league placing - 
just as you and [ weren’t. Questions would have 
been asked and, knowing some of the personalities 
involved, perhaps a falling out between the two 
parties occurred. When the Marconi job came up 
Frank won’t have had to be persuaded to go to 
Sydney. 
So, when it finally became public Chairman Tan 
Brusasco would not admit that the coach had 
indeed left, and when we began to toss names 
around for the job, he denied that there was a 
vacancy to fill. When the lawyers were called in we 
seemed set for a long drawn out court battle that 
would have cost lots of money - money that we can 
ill afford to see going out of the game. 
In the end it seems that sanity has prevailed, and we 
can now look forward to the new season, with John 
Kosmina as coach. Already most of the players 
have re-signed for the 1998/99 season, and the 
emphasis is once more on the youngsters in 
Queensland. Names such as Kolpak, Thiesefeld, 


© , Shroj and Brownlie will all become familiar 
‘\ as the season progresses, whilst 
ag. Sean Cranney, Nick Meredith and 
’ Glenn Gwynne are retuming for 
another season. 
Kosmina has also been able to 
persuade Reece Tollenaere to return to 
Brisbane. I wonder if Kossie knows what makes 
Reece tick, and can get the most out the 
youngster, as he did last season at Newcastle. 
Rod Brown has still officially retired, but 
anybody with any sense would know that even 
at his age, with his track record, he would be a 
huge asset to the squad. Again, a clash of 
personalities seems to have stopped the legend 
re-signing (the photo in TFP20 is a clue there 
folks . . .) His experience would be invaluable to 
the younger players, and if things aren’t going 
too well, wouldn’t it be nice to bring the all-time 
N.S.L. goalscorer off the bench, and watch him 
pinch a winner in the dying minutes ? 
Strap yourselves in for a very interesting season 
folks, and let's get behind Kossie and the lads ! 


TS 


Strikers pre-season action 


22 August, 6.00pm V. Bundaberg in 
Bundaberg 

23 August, 2.00pm V. Hervey Bay/ 
Maryborough in Hervey Bay 

29 August, 7.00pm V. Marconi in Lismore 


2 September, 6.30pm V. Toowoomba in 
Toowoomba 


15 September, 7.00pm _V. Brisbane City at 
Spencer Park 


19 September, 7.00pm V. Wollongong in 
Maroochydore 


20 September, 2.00pm _V. Marconi in 
Maroochydore 


The Fe ur Post \ 
IS JOHN KOSMINA THE MAN 5 
FOR THE JOB 4 by Tony Moran 


There's no doubt that John Kosminas’ playing ca- 
reer speaks for itself. It was only last season that 
his N.S.L. record of 133 league goals was over- 
taken by our own Rod Brown, and with a number 
of Australian caps to his credit, no one will argue 
that he is one of this countrys all time greats on 
the park. 

His coaching record, however, doesn’t hold up 
under such scrutiny though. Three “ordinary” sea- 
sons as top honcho at Newcastle are hardly enough 


ways impressed me, and if Kossie can turn some- 
one like Royce Brownlie into an even better striker 
than he already is then we’ll have a bright future.. 
But let’s not start expecting miracles from day one. 
If the board have any sense (you decide on that 
one) then Kossie should be allowed to build his 
team up over a few seasons. 1998/99 should be the 
sian to lay foundations, with a view to the year 


John Kosminas recent coaching record with the Newcastle Breakers 
Season Position No.Teams Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Points 
1995/96 12 12 33 4 5 24 35 77 17 
1996/97 11 14 26 7 9 10 40 46 30 
26 13 30 50 21 


fo have the mega clubs of Europe racing halfway 
around the world waving million dollar contracts 
in front of his nose. So is John Kosmina the man 
for the top job at the Strikers this season ? 
Or more to the question . . . are the players the 
ones to help John get us back in the top six again ? 
When Kossie turned up for work this week, he will 
have met a squad of players that is very similar to 
last seasons. Apart from the return of young Reece 
Tollenaere, there haven’t been any major signings 
by the club, and Kosmina will have to work with 
the players that he saw battling his own club to 
avoid the wooden spoon last season. 
Hopefully the enthusiasm that K osmina brings will 
fe-ignite the enthusiasm of those players who failed 
50 abysmally last season, We’re not going to name 
any names here, but Kossie’s style should be a 
breath of fresh air through the club, and in doing 
80 generate an atmospher in liki 
tes onos phere more in liking to that o' 
Although his coaching credentials are still ques- 
tionable, he obviously has something that Farina 
didn’t have. In turing Tollenaere into an N.S.L. 
Striker maybe he has that midas touch that can get 
younger players playing to their full potential. One 
only has to look at some of the youngsters at New- 
castle that he brought along. Clayton Zane has al- 


Marketing office closed ! 


Bonnie Mersiades and the marketing people at 
VoxPeritus have been told by the Strikers management 
that their services are no longer required by the club. 
The people who, last season, brought the club closer to 
the fans, organising social events such as the quiz night, 
and getting the players out to local schools and clubs, 
were last Sunday told that they are to disassociate them- 
selves with the club. 

A number of reasons have been given, including that 
old over-ripe cherry "a conflict of interests" - this time 
over the work that they have done with Frank Farina 
on his soon-to-be-released book, "My World Is Round". 
The company were hauled over the coals apparently 
for not taking Frankie off the web page quickly enough, 
yet they are still owed considerable amounts of money 
for consumables - most of their time was, however, 
given free of charge. 
After the Briz31/Optus TV show fiasco, we see the 
Strikers management shooting themselves in the foot 
yet again - making enemies when they should be trying 
to court support from all parts of the community. One 
cannot but wonder where they hope to get the support 
from to afford to play at Suncorp again this season when 
hard-workers like Bonnie and her team are told that the 
game is better off without them. 


The Farr Post 


The One Horse Races 


The fourex league and two semi-pro division one competitions have been over as 
far as determining a minor premier for some months now. Should more credit be 
given to the team who finishes first past the post during the regular season ? 


On my recent World Cup trip I made sure that I 
had access to a computer as much as possible, and 
via the Sports Print internet web page managed to 
keep track of the local football scene. The Ama- 
teur Division one pages were always the first ones 
to be “hit”, and the mixed fortunes of the Southside 
Eagles teams were first and foremost in my mind. 
However a quick check of the semi-pro competi- 
tion tables revealed an all too unfamiliar picture, 
with three teams running away with their respec- 
tive divisions. 

In the Premier League Brisbane City are now only 
nine points clear over their nearest rivals, after last 
weekends draw with Mount Gravatt. Whilst in the 
semi-pro First Divisions Eastern Suburbs and 
Toowoomba United are fourteen and nineteen 
points clear of the North and South divisions re- 
spectively. Unfortunately, our system of determin- 
ing a champion team completely disregards the 
minor premiership, and the margin by which it is 
won. 

Although the term “One Horse Race” has been 
used on many occasions before, the three-point 
win has meant that huge margins such as these 
can be overhauled a lot easier than in previous 
years when only two points were awarded for a 
victory. However with only four rounds left until 
the end of the regular season, 1 think that Easts 
and Toowoomba can safely expect to finish where 
they have both been for the entire season, and the 
sound of champagne corks popping has been heard 
coming from Heath Park, and the Darling Downs 
already. 

For Brisbane City, however, a few more anxious 
weeks are ahead of them, and although they only 
play one other team in the current top five over 
the last five weeks of the season they won’t be 
getting too complacent yet. Last weekend I went 
to Spencer Park to see the top of the table clash 
with the Ipswich Knights, and was thoroughly 


entertained - who needs the Stade de France and 
80,000 fans when these two teams put on such an 
exciting affair. 

Danny Wright scored the only goal of the game for 
City - a spectacular first half volley after good lead 
up work down the midfield and right flank. But it 
was the Knights who threw everything at them in the 
second half in an attempt to pull back an equaliser. 
Daniel Duke was in fine form, and had to be, to save 
a number of efforts from both close and long range 
from the visitors. A well-worked free-kick, a number 
of snap shots from outside the box, and plenty of 
running off the ball produced a number of problems 
for the City defence in the second half. To their credit 
they scrambled well, and almost contrived to sneak a 
second goal when they broke as the ninety minutes 
approached. 

Going into the game the Knights were second hav- 
ing put together a string of six wins before recently 
losing to Taringa. The loss to City, when all the other 
teams won, saw them slip back to fifth after that game, 
and now only two points separates the second placed 
team (Lions) from the fourth placed team (Rochedale 
- with Taringa sandwiched in-between). The Knights 
are now three points adrift of that pack. 

The more interesting battle will be between those four 
clubs for the other three play-off places - which one 
will lose out ? 

But in closing wouldn't it be a shame if City, Easts or 
Toowoomba failed to win their respective grand fi- 
nals. After having shown all the other teams in their 
competitions just exactly who is top dog for over six 
months, one slip up in a semi-final could cost them 
dearly. 

How much emphasis do you think that we should 
place on the minor premiership ? And do you think 
there should be a bigger incentive to finish the sea- 
son top of the table, rather than handing out the spoils 
on grand final day ? 

(T™) 
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Footballer in another lite 
Kieran oper must oneof the best ‘strikers ever to play football in Queensland. } His record 
being leading goalscorer ten seasons out of eleven in the fourex league will surely never be sur- 


passed. Last season he retired from grade football after again topping the charts. Nowadays he plays 
Commercial League and sits behind a desk at Rochedale Rovers. TFP recently caught up with him. 


the first twenty games the following season I'd hit anothey 
40. At the time I was working just outside the city in 4 
clothes store, and this bloke by the name of Pat Devlin 
came in and asked me if I’d go and play for TEK United, 
who were one of the top non-league sides. I was abou| 
twenty then and in those days they said that they couldn't 
afford to pay me, but they bought mea monthly bus ticke; 
to allow me to get to training and back. It was about thir 
teen pounds a month - so] suppose that was my first wage, 
We went from second bottom to winning promotion, and 
again I topped the scoring charts. It seemed that every: 
thing was going in for me. From there | signed for Hall 
Farm, who were a big breeding ground for English clubs. 
Liverpool had strong links with them, and players such as 
Ronnie Whelan came from there. | signed for them be- 
cause they were going on a trip to Spain at the end of the 
season, and I fancied a holiday overseas. Then I signed for 
Bray Wanderers who were in the League of Ireland, and 
from there | went over to England and had a trial with 
Preston North End in their Central League side, and scored 
a few times there too. 

At the time they had a coach called Alan Kelly who I gol 
on with quite well, and just before | came to Australia he 
contacted me and said that he was goalkeeping coach al 
Everton, and that he could get me a trial. But it was tod 
late I’d signed to come over here. 


Where were you born and where did you grow up ? 
1 was bom and grew up in Dublin in the republic of Ireland. 


Where did you start playing football ? 

I couldn’t tell you exactly when it was but I always remem- 
ber playing with a ball, and I’m sure that [ was playing be- 
fore | could walk. | suppose [ started playing in team games 
about aged 11, and progressed through to schoolboy football 
through 13’s, 14's and up. But I was a bit of a late developer 
and didn’t start making an impact until | was about eighteen, 
in the youth competition. | was playing for a Socal club called 
St. John Bosco, which wasn’t graded football - you just played 
with your mates in the middle of a housing estate in the area. 


Was football big in Ireland im those years ? 

Yeah, football is huge. | always remember watching the Eng- 
lish league on TV, so most of the kids at school followed an 
English club. My favourite team was Leeds United, and still 
is. But at focal level only the national side got big support. 


Who were some of your heroes 7 

Lused to like Terry Cooper because he had the same name as 
me (what, “Terry” ? - Ed). But Alan Clarke, and people like 
Kevin Keegan - the goalscorers, because they win games. 


So was scoring goals something that you always wanted 
to do or did it just come naturally ? 

It was something | never really had to think about. When we 
used to play in the park, I’d watch twenty or thirty kids run- 
ning around like mad, and I’d just go and stand by the goal - 
when it came to me | knocked it in. 


When did you come to Australia ? 

1 finished my stint with Bray Wanderers in 1985, afte 
we'd won the competition, I signed the forms for Bris: 
bane City and sent them back by post, and came out hert 
in 1986. | had a good season, even though they were rel 
egated from the N.S.L. - the competition was being merget 
into one. I scored the winner for Queensland against NSW, 
and when the season finished I'd had a lot of interest from 
clubs down south. [ still wanted to play national leagug, 
but Brisbane City slapped a $40,000 transfer fee on mit 
when I arranged to go to the Melbourne Knights. So hat 
to stay and play fourex league instead. 


So after St. John Bosco where did you go from there ? 
I had a short stint in the Irish Naval Service, and just played 
on my weekends off, and retumed to Boscos in their non- 
league team. In the first season I scored 60 odd goals, and in 


Disclaimer 
The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, 
therefore, are those of the individual contributors, 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Edi- 
tor - but frequently do | 

We accept any articles and letters as long as they 
are accompanied by a name and address and do 
not contain foul or abusive language. 


Was that a big disappointment to you ? 

Yeah, I would have liked to have gone down south, and 
carried in playing at the higher level. Who knows where ll 
might have led to ? I know that Frank Arok was querying 
whether I could play for his Socceroos, so | felt that I wat 
good enough - | knew my capabilities. 
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Who were some of the players you played with and 
against 7 

Oh, mate, it’s a long time ago. Farina and Kosmina were 
ground then, and I remember those two. Bobby Hamil- 
ton, who is the coach now, was a team mate, Roberto 
Lipieri was a Brazilian who | played with, Kim Wishart, 
the former North Star coach was the goalkeeper. But there 
were numerous “name” players around at that time. Bris- 
bane Lions always gave us a good game, being the local 
derby and all, but they got axed too. 


So was this a big blow to City ? 

Yeah, that’s an understatement. Just prior to that season 
they'd been told by the league to upgrade their facilities, 
and the members had chipped in with these huge dona- 
tions of cash to build the grandstand that you see there 
now, with the corporate boxes etc. That was stage one, 
and there was more work planned for the future. In the 
olden days they were very much an established club in 
the league when players like Frank Pimblett were in the 
team, so it was a huge blow not just to the club but the 
Italian community who had poured all this money in for 
these new facilities. 


How aid they go on after that ? 

We were always up there in the fourex league, because of 
the N.S.L. experience that we'd had. I think we were run- 
ners up in both the league and grand final in 1987, but 
won the league the following year. In the four years that I 
played for them we won something every season bar one., 


Total for Rochedale 


Overall Total 


Below, Kierans playing career in Queensland | 


Year Club Games Goals League Grand QlidCup Presidents Leading 
Played Final Cup Scorer 
1987 Brisbane City 21 19 Run-Up Run-Up Run-Up Yes 
1988 Brisbane City 22 21 Winner Run-Up Winner Yes 
1989 Brisbane City 20 16 Third Run-Up Tie 
1990 Brisbane City 22 14 Run-Up Winner No 
Total for City 8& 70 
19891 Rochedale Rovers 22 21 Run-Up Run-Up Run-Up Winner Yes 
1992 Rochedale Rovers 22 19 Run-Up Run-Up Winner Winner Yes 
1993 Rochedale Rovers 21 19 Run-Up Winner Run-Up Yes 
1994 Rochedale Rovers 20 24 Fourth Winner Yes 
1995 Rochedale Rovers 22 18 Run-Up Winner Semi Winner Yes 
1896 Rochedale Rovers 22 23 Run-Up Winner Yes 
1997 Rochedale Rovers 19 15 Fifth Yes 


and | was top scorer or joint top three out of the four 
years too. So it was a succesful time for me, personally. 


What brought you fo Rochedale then in 1990 ? 
There was a few politics being played I think, so a few of 
us came here. I think that | was ready for a change too, 
but City have always been a good club, and they always 
treated me well. Even though they’ve been the opposi- 
tion on many occasions | can always stop and have a chat 
with some of their fans and members. There was one gen- 
tleman in particular, called Sam Pappalardo, who had a 
huge influence on my life since arriving in Australia. 
But | suppose Citys loss was Rochedales gain - and mine. 
Rochedale has always been a hospitable club, and has 
always had huge potential. It was a great challenge to see 
if I could help John Stewart at the time, and we were 
pretty succesful from then on. 


So tell us about how it went from then on. 

Well we didn’t have any poker machines or TAB at that 
stage, but we had a good atmosphere, and great support 
so we built on that. We began promoting the club locally, 
using our names as much as possible, so that people would 
pick up the newspaper and see “Kieran Cooper says...” 
and we began to build a profile for ourselves. The number 
of quality players that have passed through the club in 
that time has increased, and we’re now getting players 


(Continued over) 
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field at that level too. Off the park I think that we're head- 
ing in the right direction. Financially, no other club in 
Queensland comes close to us, except, perhaps Brisbane 
Lions, but national league costs a lot of money. Last year 
we went down to Melbourne and had a look at some of the 
clubs down there. We don’t think that we’re too‘ far be- 
hind, actually, a couple of them are struggling financially, 
and South Melbourne who did the double last year are 
relying on getting 10,000 for each home game, whilst the 
other thirteen days in between games there's nothing hap- 
pening at the clubs. We have a facility that is full every 
day, and they're all spending money. We just have to get it 
right on the park, and get to a certain standard, and stay 
there. 

We have some good coaches on board and some good 
coaching schemes in place, and we have to look at pro- 
ducing some good young talent to fill the first team boots 
if we do go national league. We believe we have a good 
base in place, and we'll approach it when we think that 
the time is right. That may be next year, or ten years time. 


ae 


Kieran Cooper - 
continued from page 8 


who are not local to Queensland, or in some cases Aus- 
tralia. So if we can keep that up we're going to have a 
healthy future. 


And you had a spell with Brisbane United too .. 

Yeah, Miron (Bleiberg) was the coach and I think he used 
about 24 players in the first five games that year. ] never 
really agreed with his ideas, but I'd never knock him as a 
coach. P’'d come off the bench a few times, and he started 
me against Sydney Olympic on a Wednesday night in a 
cup game down there. We won 3-1, and | managed to get a 
hat-trick - | think that it was the one and only hat-trick in 
Brisbane Uniteds history. The week after we played West 
Adelaide and | scored again. The following week I found 
myself out of the squad, and couldn't figure out how I could 
score four goals in two games and still get dropped. So | 


pulled the pin, and dedicated myself to Rochedale. 
So is the radio show still going on Saturday morning ? 


Yeah, I think that me and you are the only ones who know 
that it’s still on, because I never get any information from 
anyone. It disappoints me that you see all this money be- 
ing spent on advertising, and promoting Queensland soc- 
cer, and here is a show that Rochedale Rovers actually pay 
for, and I nver get one fax from the federation or the clubs. 
All the information you hear comes from the British Soc- 
cer Weekly, The Eye on Soccer... 


You've got this job as Development Officer here, tell us 
how you got that. 

That happened in about 1991.1 think | was unemployed at 
the time, and the club created this position, and I had to set 
up this office. A friend gave me some filing cabinets and a 
desk, and we had a ‘phone put in, and we got about one 
call a week - usually from my mother | But we started mak- 
ing contacts and putting ourselves on the map, and over 
the years we've built the club to this and it’s probably sec- 
ond to none at the moment. 

We have a junior director of coaching, Sue Wake, and be- 
tween us we look after 600 kids, and three senior teams, 
two ladies and two commercial teams. It’s a huge adminis- 
tration job, and as you know you get fined for almost eve- 
rything these days, so we’re full on keeping our house in 
order. 


Or The Farr Post... ? 
Let’s not get carried away, now. But, yeah, it’s still going. 


And the Inside Soccer show with Mike (Mulvey) and 
Dave (Richardson) ? 

Yeah, we were very disappointed not to get any funding. 
But we were just three guys who put our own money in, 
and wanted to see the game promoted. But it was the same 
story there. We had to do all the work to get the informa- 
tion, and the federation and clubs offered no information 
at all, We had to ask for everything, and this year the clubs 
voted against the funding. 

But this year they went with Optus, and had Andy Harper 
and Frank Farina on board, and although they initially 
lacked anyone with local knowledge Brent Read came on 
board and helped out, and now Optus have pulled the plug, 
and we're back to where we were three years ago with 
nothing. So it remains to be seen where we go from here. 


And you were leading goalscorer ten out of eleven sea- 
sons ? 
Well, nine on my own and one tie. Yeah, it’s a record that 
I’m very proud of, and there’s no better feeling than scor- 
ing a goal, whether it’s fourex league or sixth division. 


Any of them stand out ? 
All of them ! Yeah the Grand Final goals against Brisbane 
Lions in 1990 when we were the underdogs. ! scored in the 
first game when we drew 1-1, and I scored in the replay 


too. 
Do you think that the Premier League restructure has 


increased the profile of the game ? 
It’s definitely led to a better standard of football, there’s 
no easy games anymore. ! don’t know if it’s increased the 


And the future for Rochedale - N.S.L. ? 
National league football is always tralked about here, but 
we have to prove to everybody that we can compete on the 


The Farr Post \, 


profile. The newspapers don’t help us in that re- Taring 
spect. There's a lot of criticism over the fact that I aringa Rover S It 


some teams don’t have youth teams, and I think cl... ; ; 

¢hat we are a long way off in having a proper youth sup’ orte rs C J ul b 

policy But the federation have to be hard, but i ft “TT 

4 if there are clubs who are struggling to Just after TFP21 was released we received 

compete then they should be replaced by those | an e-mail Crai i i 

who are chomping at the bit to get in. from Craig Tillotson, president 
of the Taringa Rovers Supporters Club... 


What were your impressions of the World Cup 
Firstly I would like to express my extreme joy in th 
it di ; te | tee j e stead 
: was ee ak In the past there's | rise in exposure that football is cocaine Gielen: 
ways a Roger Milla, or a Kempes, or some- | both with your fanzine and through the QSF backed Eye 


body to really sparkle, and get the fans excited. * 
but this time, all the big names failed to perform on Soccer productions. I am very confident that Brent Read 


"Ronaldo, Del Piero, Shearer - were all disap- will not stand to support the conservative nature by which 
pointing, the QSF runs the local league. Like the true journo (and 
Even though I'm Irish, | was very disappointed larrikin) that he is I am sure we will receive all the facts. 
that England went out when they did, because And with these facts popular opinion should win in the 
Michael owen was looking great, and I though | end. 

that he might have been that person. 


Now the reason I have sent you this email is to advise all 


Finally, Frank Farina has just gone to Mar- XXXX : 
conl, and John Kosmina has arrived, what do me Prontes Leseye Wea tua Termes oven’ 


you think about these two moves ? enjoys home ground advantage every week !!!!!!t!! 

| only played against John, so 1 don’t know him Yes that is right. Every week that we play away, we feel at 
that well, but having met Frank a few times I home, and in some cases the players often confuse Spencer 
thought that he was the best thing to happen to Paddock, the Lions Shed and the 5 hour day trip to 
Queensland soccer in a long long time. But he’s | Bundaberg for Jack Speare Park : 
gone, now, and he does have his own ambitions - 

he wants the Socceroos job - and let’s not forget | Why is this so - it’s supporters!. 


that Marconi gave him his big break in the N.S.L. : 
rat tic Queensland clubs by-p tint Okay. Taringa Rovers has the best supporters in the entire Queens- 


he’s left the Strikers at the end of a bad season, pi ieee We areloyal-youthil, enteriamig wity and 
but this time last year he was a hero - a grand intelligent enough to understand the rules of the game (un- 
final and 40,000 people there to see it. like Ipswich Knights). 
As for John Kosmina . . . he’s certainly got the 
este $ a proven goalscorer, and people | A classic example of this advantage was evident during 
a os a S It’s going to depend on how much | our current Saturday drive to Bundaberg. I can’t remember 
an » . < 4 
supporters get behind him. My own | hearing Bundaberg sing or even cheer their team on. They 


personal belief is that the administration let them ire ti 
Be cc, 1 rus a areal opportunity ta re> spent the entire time bagging the 40 odd Taringa support- 


ally push the code in Brisbane, but they did noth- ers that sang non-stop for 2 hours. The Taringa lads had no 
ing, They tried to get too greedy, stopping the free pressure on them and performed with championship win- 
passes for kids, and it back-fired on them. ning style to win 4-0. 


ROCH ED ALE ROV RS Ol At the end of the day it is all about atmosphere and creating 
FM 101 - Saturday 9.15 am 


a winning feeling by supporting your team with colour and 
ie Taringa will not be outsung and I send out a chal- 
Bi Kieran te escaik enge to all XXXX League clubs to better the atmosphere 
on FM Slice yea pias fhe ras sit he. that is created at Taringa Rovers - home and away. 


local and International soccer scene. eae 
zz I will give you all a hint - if you tell us to shut up, you're 
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World Cup Quotes 


compiled by Tony Moran 
“J feel sorry for Morocco. The one team who didn't deserve to qualify are Norway. Morocco played them off the 


park, and so did Scotland.” Ally McCoist after Norway had beaten Brazil in their final Group A match. 
«I can understand why people are clamouring for him (Owen). Neither Teddy (Sheringham) nor ¥ have got his 
pace up front.” Alan Shearer about Michael Owen. 
“Spain have paid the price for arrogance. They think they’re the best and have underestimated their oppo- 
nents.” Bulgarias Hristo Stoichkov after Spain failed to qualify for the second round. 
“The ultimate symbol of Scotlands collapse was the lunatic foul for which Craig Burley was ordered off.” Hugh 
Mcllvanney writing in The Times. F 
“ Thierry) Henri ls the prototype for the centre-forward of the year 2000. He has turbo-charged legs.” fan 
Hawkey writing in The Times. 
“The strong and arrogant opponent felt the bitter taste of defeat. Be happy that you have made the Iranian 
’ nation happy.” How Ayatollah Ali Khameni saw Irans victory over the U.S. 
“He literally has got no right foot. Well, not literally.” David Pleat commenting during Iran v U.S.A. 
“Of course | like being on the pitch from the start. But Del Piero, after Ronaldo, is the one player that everyone 
wants to see at this World Cup. I want to see him play too.” Roberto Baggio. 
“| don’t know a thing about football, but Clementes arrogance and lack of humility are intolerable.” Vicente 
‘ Barrerra, Spain’s leading matador, calls for the Spanish Coach’s head. 
“J don’t know what more we could have done, Other than have Ronaldo born in the U.S.” Alan Rothenberg, the 
_ U.SS.F. president, offers a solution for the U.S. 
“1¢ Jules Rimet had struck a medal for idle conceit Hoddie would be theregning champion.” Eamon Dunphy 
‘writing in the Irish Times, the morning after Englands loss to Argentina. 
“To send the English back home is wonderful. It is a very big joy, but it was very hard. I think that everyone way 
waiting for us to win, and we are very happy to have won. Now we have ¢o start thinking about Holland.” 
Argentina coach, Daniel Passarella. 
“They leave their section of the ground cleaner than it was when they arrived.” A FIFA official on Japanese and 
Korean fans. 
“That was the first penalty I'd ever taken in my life. I don’t even take them in training.” David Batty. 
4He’s s0 handsome, I don’t know whether to kiss him or kick him.” An Argentinian player complimenting David 
Beckham before the two sides came to face-to-face. 
“After games we have a few beers- well quite a lot really.” Marc Rieper on Denmark’s post-match techniques. 
“When I place my hand on my neck before I take a penalty it’s because I want to know if my pulse is at 120 
beats per minute. That way I can hold my nerve.” Davor Suker after his twice-taken penalty against Romania. 
“The committee have the opportunity to use videos here in France but they will not do it. I will have a word 
with thems.” FIFAs next president, Sepp Blatter, after Dennis Bergkamp escaped censure after appearing to stamp on a 
Yugoslavia defender in Hollands 2-1 second round victory. 
“Absolute bliss. When Di Biagio missed his goal . .. a scream of orgasm washeard in the stadium.” Francois 
Giroud, a former French cabinet minister. 
“1 fave this feeling of having tested the cake but now I’m not allowed to touch the cherry.” Laurent Blanc, the 
French player sent off for striking Croatias Slaven Bilic during the semi-final.. 
“I don’t deserve to be treated like a criminal and It’s a good job I’m a qualified lawyer because at this rate I will 
be defending myself in court soon.” Bilic rejects claims that his “acting” got Blanc sent off. 
“1¢ was like a funeral. Two-thirds of the people in there are invited by sponsors and don’t really care about 
1 football. Most of the fans who love us could not afford to buy a ticket.” Didier Deschamps on the atmosphere at 
/ French matches. 
| «we have our anti-Ronaido plan in place. It’s called Marcel Desailly.” Deschamps undaunted by the prospect of 
' facing Brazil in the final. 
t “]¢ must be possible to find 30 excellent football players among 80 million people.” Egidius Braun, the German 
football federation president, looking forward to 2002. 
‘ 4Apart from two notable contributions in the match against Argentina, Bergkamp had a poor tournament and 


* was very lucky not to be sent off.” Brian Glanville, writing in The Times. 
V 
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Wanderers Buy Shrimp Farm 
by Ace Reporter, Reuban McDuck =F _ See 


Members of the local media were called at short notice to an extra-ordinary press confer- 
ence last week, by South Farr Wanderers president Walter “Winger” Wombat. When the 
expectant din had died down he began by reading a prepared statement that basically told 
all in attendance that the Wanderers financial crisis would be eased with the purchase of a 
shrimp farm in Moreton Bay, some fifteen hundred kilometres to the east near Brisbane. 
The farm would be used to generate income for the club, which could then be used to pay 
players wages, and assist in the huge travel bill that the club incurs every season getting to 
away matches. Initially the statement was met with a warm response from the fans and 
media present, but then a number of questions were asked of Mr. Wombat . . . 

“Does that mean that shrimp sandwiches will be available from the canteen next season ?” 
someone asked, supressing a giggle. 

“Does that mean that we won’t be able to get pie’n’chips at all ?” Meatpie Grub quickly 
followed up with. 


“Will we be able to get a good chardonnay to wash all this seafood down with, instead of 
fourex,” came another question. 


By this time the meeting was getting out of hand, so Wombat calmed the crowd, and had 
this to say, 

“We have watched what the big clubs in the area have done - particularly the Brisbane 
Strikers - and feel that by purchasing this business, we can offset some of the extra- 
ordinary costs in getting to and from away games. Seafood is always attractive to tourists 
and we hope to tap into that market, thus providing a financial lifeline for the club.” 
As the meeting broke up, one journalist, who refused to identify himself, and was wearing 
a false moustache, beard and glasses, asked a number of very pertinent questions. .. 

“| believe the previous owner of this business was a Mr. Wilfred Wombat, and that he was 
struggling to make it profitable until it was bought by the club. Firstly, is Mr. Wombat any 
relation of yours ? Secondly, why was the business struggling for those two previous years 
? and, finally, can you be more specific as to the financial side of the deal ? 

At this Walter Wombat closed the meeting, quickly rushing out of the room, mumbling 
something about not answering any further questions. 


“Bushy" Browns World Cup Dia 
Those of you with internet access will have been able to keep up with the exploits of 
Queenslands favourite footballing son (now that Frankies gone, anyway) "Bushy" 
Brown. His European adventure chasing = 
coach Luigi Lombardo has been published 
on the internet for the last few weeks. But for 
those of you without internet access, look out 


for "Bushy's" diary appearing in booklet form 
soon. 


All you INTERNET junkies !!! 
Visit the OZSOCCER website at 


http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 
and the Strikers website at 
http://www.brisbane strikers.com 


Although Gold Coast City cannot make the 1998 
play-off series, they are very happy with the way 
things have progressed in their inaugural season 
in the fourex Premier League. Over the next few 
months they will re-assess their performances on 
and off the field and start planning for 1999. Club 
president Bob Jeffries told TFP that they knew the 
season was going to be a tough one, and early form 
indicated that they might indeed pull off a top- 
four berth. As the season wore on, and injuries to 
key players took their toll, points were dropped, 
and they now find themselves adrift of the five- 
team leading pack, and looking to consolidate their 
mid-table position as the season draws to a close. 
“We've had a number of successes, this season, 
even though we can’t make the play-offs,” Bob 
said. “Peter Grierson and Troy Greenwood made 
the Queensland rep side, and our reserve grade 
team are second in their competition. This is basi- 
cally a “youth” side made up of kids who we are 
going to be looking towards in the future.” 
Andy Brayshaw is another local lad who has hada 


Coast looking to future 
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good season. Despite his Strikers commitments, 
and a recent lay-off after a knee arthroscopy, he 
is hoping to make John Kosminas Strikers squad 
too. 
“Andy grew up with most of the lads here, so he 
has fit in really well. Hopefully he can get his 
place back with the Strikers, and we'll obviously 
be looking at him next season too. His experi- 
ence has been invaluable, especially for some of 
the younger lads.” 
The Gold Coast have still to secure some play- 
ing and training facilities for next season, and 
discussions are ongoing with the council. The 
sponsorship deal with the Conrad Jupiters ca- 
sino looks like being another ongoing relation- 
ship, and overall the future looks rather bright. 
“We've learned a lot from this season, and, hope- 
fully, we can tidy up some of the areas that have 
disappointed us. With the addition of one or two 
new players next season I think that we can bea 
stronger force in *99.” Bob concluded. 


Gold Coast City 
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FranceYS - “the Wold Cape 


So it came and went just like that. The tournament that we 
waited years for - even without Australia - was all done 
and dusted in a 32 day footballing feast. The general opin- 
ion amongst European writers was that no one team stood 
out, and a number of countries sadly under-performed. Is 
it because of fatigue - are we asking too much of our pro- 
fessional footballers these days ? I can’t believe that it’s 
because the skill levels just aren't there - it was one of the 
most interesting competitions for... oh almost eight years 
(at least). 

| said all along that Brazil wouldn’t win it and would you 
believe a mate of mine whe supports Manchester City, kept 
saying that he fancied the host country. My own prefer- 
ence was England, but I knew that it was my heart over- 
ruling my head on that one. But in hindsight how Hoddle 
must have been kicking himself when France did lift the 
trophy. And Cesare Maldini, and Berti Vogts, and Daniel 
Passarella, and... 

Congratulations must go to the Croatians, and “Jock” in- 
formed me that he picked them out as the dark horses be- 
fore the tournament started. I’m sure the hordes of Sydney 
United, Melbourne Knights and Rocklea fans that sub- 
scribe to TFP will be saying “I told you so !” as they read 
this column. 

Germany, Italy, Holland and Argentina all fell asleep at 
vital times to let in the opposition, when it seemed that 
they could proceed to the next round. 

Scotland could only believe their own hype in “nearly” 
making it to the second round again, and shot themselves 
in the foot when it seemed that the Moroccans would just 
lay down and die for them. 

So we must now look forward to Japan and South Korea 
in four years time. For Australia the journey has already 
begun, as we search for a replacement to Venables. I know 
that we’ve said it before, but we really can’t fail this time. 
Even if we do get there I just hope that the interest showed 
in the game everywhere else in the world has not progressed 
way beyond our capabilities Look at nations like the U.S., 
who I would put in the same category as Australia. It’s one 
thing to get to the finals, but it’s another to live up to your 
fans’ expectations and actually score goals and collect 
points. If we do get there next time, I hope that we don’t 
come home like the yanks, demoralised because of their 
own high expectations, We’ll Inow in four years time. See 


you there ! (TM) 
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Merchandising 


A walk through Paris durig the World Cup reveals a 
merchandising machine, rolling inevitably to 
profitablity (apparently not, from latest reports). Ap- 
proaching the Champs Elysses through the car horns 
and carbon monoxide, cafes are adorned with the 
France98 logo, t-shirts are visible in every direc- 
tion, and the whole place is abuzz with "Le Mondial”. 
Its a veritable Whos Who of 90 popular culture 
once you actually get onto the Champs Elysses it- 
self, Hugo Boss, Planet Hollywood, Lacoste and 
MacDonalds (inevitably), to name but a few 

A walk up this most famous of French back streets 
reveals a city (nay, country) absorbed in Football 
Fever. Every bar and brasserie has Coca-Cola (“the 
official drink of France98") umbrellas on the pave- 
ment covering tables and expensive menus. 

Brazil shirts, Nike labels and the France98 logo meet 
your stare in every direction. 

At the Arc de Triomphe I see tourists, more tourists 
and the office de tourisme is equally as prominent. 
Camera shutters click, video cameras whirr, and 
American accents drown out the collection of Euro- 
pean intonations. 

Its one big party as an improptu game of football 
begins on a spare piece af pavement not covered 
with Coca-Cola umbrellas. It's in front of a bank, 
and the security guard seems a little nervous yet, 
highly amused as Europeans, Africans, Asians join 
north and south Americans in displaying their skills. 
As an Australian I feel, for a split second like a gate- 
crasher at an exclusive party for the rich and fa- 
mous. Then it begins to sink in what THAT game at 
the MCG meant for us as a footballing nation. Fif- 
teen minutes from France indeed ! 

At number 77 I find the France98 shap - “Espace 
Officiel” - and so I wander in. Amongst the hordes 
of fans from all over the world I find t-shirts, polo 
shirts, caps, national team shirts, scarves, key-rings, 
pens, fridge magnets, computer mouse mats (must 
have one), books, videos, perfume, drinks coasters, 
cups glasses, pennants, playing cards, car stickers, 
bags, ornaments and posters. 

If the marketing people werent American then they 
surely learnt a helluva lot from them. 

A twenty minute queue for the checkout, and a few 
pens and fridge magnets later saw me $100 lighter, 
and happy that I was so gladly ripped off: 


Continued over page 
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Thursday, 18th June, 1998 eS 
France 4 Saudi-Arabia 0 ROMCE G Xx a Ve Wold 
Stade de France. FF t 12 


Bixente Lizarazu was “The Tormentor” (oy. she {eft flank, just in front of us, Ren 
Deschamps “The Instigator” in midfield, guy )jarce! Desailly, “The Rock” in defence, 
A combination of poor French finishing ang. cellent scrambling Saudi defence sa . 
the host nation squander a number of eusly hynows. Zinedine Zidane (“The pinup boy As for the game... 

of French soccer” - thanks, Steve) Was ally ue the park, creating space where ther Well, we all knew thai the Reggae Boyz would be outclassed in every posi- 
didn’t seem to be any. tion on the pitch, but for the first half hour they held their own, attacking 
His through ball for Lizarazu, whose first gy.) beat the approaching defender, left Al down the flanks, and delivering long, high balls into the box for their tall 
Khawali with no option but to lunge despengily for the winger. The challenge brough strikers, The south Americans, however, were much more skilful, and kept 


the stadium to its feet, and a barrage of Fxich expletives - too vitriolic for perieaneens, using their lightning footwork, to turn defenders and lose 
ers. 


these delicate ears - and the red card that ij ¢ served. Lions | Christians 0: 2 : : 
Then when Zidane broke through on goal alway through the first half, he [rid Ortega opened the scoring after about half an hour, and 
: gent the blue and white hordes around me into overdrive. The 
‘drums were pounded ¢wice as hard, and the horns sounded 
_ twice as frequently. When they decided to bounce up and down 
‘in unison, the whole stand vibrated, and I could only think that 
_ the whole place was about to collapse. It sounded like the whole 
stadium was supporting Argentina - but far from it. There were 
large “yellow” sections of the stadium, where the Jamaican fans 
-had gathered. Only once could they be heard, when the Argentin- 
/ jians paused for breath, before drowning them out with yet another 
‘of their huge repertoire of anthems. 
/ Just before half time Jamaica were reduced to ten men when Powell 
/ was sent off for a second bookable offence. It was the last thing that 
: Jamaica had needed. They were up against it with a full complement 
_of players, but to face one of the best teams in the competition with a 
‘man less... even “da brudder from de Hands” admitted that it would 


ing on their team in this way, it would iuspire them to a greater viciovy 


Arriving at the Stade de France reminded me of going to Wembley Stadium in 
than it would without ii. 


London. I’d taken the R.E.R. (Paris underground system) train, and on leav- 
ing the Gare Du Nord station, the train re-emerged into bright sunlight from 
the underground line. The tube from Baker Street also emerges into the sub- 
urbs of its capital city. Before long the huge monolith that is the new purpose 
built World Cup football stadium can be seen in the distance - a sporting oasis 
in the vast desert of suburban Paris. 
It was just over half-an-hour before kick off, the train was virtually empty, and 
{ was wondering if I’d got my times mixed up. But once out of the train sta- 
tion, | began to follow the trickle of football fans. Most wore the red, white 
and bue of the home country, faces painted to show their allegiance. The path 
from the station again reminded me of Wembley - a wide concrete walkway 
leading on to a long approach avenue. This was their Wembley Way. 
Unfortunately no twin towers to greet the fans tonight, but as the stadium 
grew nearer and loomed up in front of me, the trickle slowly became a swell of 
people, and with it the passion of a nation going into battle. 
Once inside the stadium the noise of 80,000+ people greeted the home side - a 
daunting prospect for the opposition from Saudi Arabia. Lions and Christians 
’ 9 Yeah, but I’il save the cliches until later . . . 
Once in my seat I surveyed the scene. A packed stadium, completely oval in 
‘ shape with huge suspension towers jutting into the sky and holding up the 
- roof. Not a single spare seat in the place, and amongst the red, white and blue 
of the republic, pockets of green and white - but only pockets. 
_ Sitting next to Steve Nelkovski, who calls the Perth Glory games back home, 
. | was treated to a running commentary of this game. He knew the players, 
their recent playing histories, and the latest World Cup news. 
- Asthe national anthems played, and we observed a minutes silence for Femand 
| Sastre, the recently deceased French football President I could only wonder if 
| was drunk on the cheap red wine that we'd had for dinner, or the atmosphere 
. of the whole occasion. | tried to convince myself that it was the fatter but knew 
| the potency of the local alcohol. 
| The game itself is a blur (as some events always seem to be, maybe the wine 
| 9), but with the help of Steve, | managed to remember the most notable events. 


Thierry Henry did score late in the half tohjein the party, and relieve the / , 
pressure on the French team, who had loka like self-destructing in the 7 
patriotic fever. 7 

In the second half the French came forward jj waves, desperate defend- / 
ing by the Saudis saw cleared balls sent biinto the Arabian penalty 
area by the French midfield and the FrenchPunt-runners had plenty 
of chances. 

“Ohhh, the flag stays down...” 
Trezeguet scored a second, Henry his seo) and an impromptu - 
rendition of the national anthem informe» visitors that they - 
should be praying for the final whistle. ; 
“It doesn! get any better than this !” 

Zidane eamed himself a red card for stomplj jon a Saudi who jpvetisly bea lost 
had thrown himself into a tackle. An un expulsion, and ~~ . E Bt CRUSE: 

Lizarazu himself competed the scoring P — In the second half it was one way traffic. Ortega (who will obviously be 
“He's through on goal... 4-0!" “s a ‘compared to Maradonna - short, stocky, number 10...) took control and 
In the streets after the game the French fansyamed very reserved after such a perform- helped himself to a second just before the hour, and then set up Batistuta 


ance but maybe that’s just the French way |wonder if they've peaked too soon. kaolin depres claim a hat trick in the Last twenty minutes, 
en : . . 
~~ _——  -—__—~ Met Jane, 1998 ega was bun over for the penalty which gave Batistuta his 


f ’ third, the Jamaican in front of me, turned around and said, “It can’t be a 
rage pe —— 0 penalty - they’ve scored enough already.” One had to love his logic. 
As the clock was wound down, one sensed that the Argentines were playing 

7 . with the Jamaicans, passing the ball around the pitch, and giving a displa: 
So there I was, my brand new green, yel and black Jamaica scarf at the Parc |of the full range of their talents. It seemed that they didn't hie to pee 
des Princes. It was about twenty minulsifkick off, and [ was surrounded by the | ¢heir less skillful opponents any more embarrassment, and they wound the 
sky blue and white of the Argentine repiilic. Apart from one other Jamaican game finished to an almighty roar from the fans eeciad me. 
supporter - a black man with bis counljifag draped around his shoulders - F |] hung around long enough to see the stadium empty apart from our sec- 
was the only supporter of the reggae bolt that part of the ground. Luckily, and |tion which simply carried on singing - not for a few minutes, but a good 
expectedly, the south Americans won (9 Hound myself in the middle of one | ¢hirty, flags waving and all kind of musical instrument iidding to the din 
of the hugest parties that I had ever willed. Out ow the streets opposing fans mingled in a carnival atmosphere, and in 
It had started about 5.20 when the twoltit} Were announced and the drums and | complete contrast to scenes witnessed earlier on television between other 
horns around me were started up for wi Was to be a two hour aural assault. opposing sets of supporters, Yellow shirts danced with blue and white, black 
They sang, cheered, shouted, sang some pees flags and banners and threw | people had photos taken with white, and the neutrals amongst us could 
blue and white streamers all afternooti#!0 when the game had finished they Jonly watch as the bars filled up, and diplomatic relations between the Car- 
stayed around to sing some more, and shi #8 #trong a patriotic fervour as I have ibbean and south America were strengthened over glasses of over-priced 
ever witnessed. European beer. 


‘ Merchandising - from page 15 

Continuing my stroll I passed countless beautiful women dressed exquisitely, 
" in designer labels, mingling freely with the football shirts, baseball caps and 
Air Nikes on the street. What a long way sports wear has come since support- 
ing your team meant a knitted hat and scarf to keep out the cold with a cup of 
; hot bovril to supplement the insulation on a cold (English) January Satur- 

day. 

And then I saw it, the most sickening sight that my unfortunate eyes have ever 
‘ seen. A shop exclusively devoted to the Iranian soccer team, and the regula- 
‘ tion shirts, scarves, caps etc. I dont know whether it was anger or frustra- 

tion, but I cursed under my breath (or so I thought). A number of passers by 
stopped in my line of sight, causing me to hold my hands up apologetically. 

This was salt in the wounds stuff and I quickly hurried on. 

Finally a look inside the Paris St.Germaine shop, and it was time to wander 


' back to a less expensive part of town. Denmark were about to line up against The MCG for oni : game was a bub , Aten Australian passion, fueled om |There’s only a certain amount that you can recall of events like these, and 
: f hi i istoric vi 3 bu entini i - . : M 
South Africa, and I had an appointment at the Stade de France. the expectation of a historic victory; b ; nians believed that by cheer- |however many photos you take or articles like this you write, you will 
: never fully convey what it was really like. 


The view from the armchair by Paul Harley 


The best so far ? 

So World Cup France 98 is now a 
memory. No more sleepless nights, at 
least! All the hype and hullabaloo are 


Japan and South Korea, its back to the 
bread-and-butter of the XXXX League 


course, the ritual hoping, wishing, praying that, next 
time, SURELY, the Socceroos will be there. 
But before consigning France 98 to history, and in 


keeping with the general theme of this issue, let’s take a 


last look back at the extravaganza that has kept us all 
glued to SBS at ridiculous hours of the night, zombie- 
like through too much caffeine and lack of sleep, 
struggling to get to work on time next morning, For 
those of us like our esteemed TFP editor fortunate 
enough to be there (and in no hurry to let us poor 
unfortunates forget it) obviously it was the experience 
of a lifetime. And even for those of us stuck with Les, 
Johnny, Andy & co., it’s been one heck of a month. 

In fact, I'd go so far as to say it was the best since 
Mexico 70. Possibly even longer, but that’s as far back 
in World Cup terms as my memory goes. And after the 
mediocrity, in football terms at least, of USA 94, and 


the disappointing negativity of Italia 90, what a relief to 


see some positive, flowing, entertaining football. Four 


years ago, by the end of the tournament, you would still 
barely need the fingers of both hands to count the games 


that represented true value for money, and lived up to 
the occasion. This time, i think the opposite was true- 
there were very few games you could say were real 
duds. 


The good, the bad, and the downright 
boring. 

Paraguay v. Bulgaria, admittedly, took a 
pasting from the critics. Fortunately, 
perhaps, it was one of the games | 
missed. Holland v. Belgium also was 
hardly a classic. But of the games I did 
see, either live, taped or on extended 
highlights, I can honestly say that I’d give at least an 
above average rating to all of them. It wasn’t only from 
the traditional “big guns” either; Mexico v. South 


Korea, ] reckoned, was one of the best of the first round 


of group games. 

Night after night, they kept on coming, each if not 
better than the last, then at least with something 
different to offer. Spain v. Nigeria; Romania v. 


over for another four years. Until 2002 in 


and the upcoming Ericsson Cup. And, of 


Colombia; Scotland v. Norway (still brings a tear to 
my eye, we should have THRASHED them); 
Belgium v. Mexico, Germany v. Yugoslavia; 
Rumania v. England. . 

The TFP editor also waxes lyrical about Argentina v. 
Jamaica, which he attended in Paris. Argentina 
eventually ran out comfortable winners, turning on 
the style in a 5-0 victory. Not before, however, the 
Reggae Boyz, even although down to 10 men, gave 
them a distinctly uncomfortable opening 20-25 
minutes in the second half, when they could easily 
have pulled the game back to I-1. Methinks though 
that Mr, Editor’s imagination was captured by the 
Reggae Girlz among the Jamaican support as much 
as by the events on the pitch. 

Into the knockout stages, and who will ever forget 
the drama of France v. Paraguay, and the “golden 
goal” from Laurent Blanc? And anyone who didn’t 
feel sorry for Chilavert when it went in, doesn’t have 
a heart. Then came Denmark v. Nigeria, England v. 
Argentina, Brazil v. Denmark, Holland v. Argentina, 
all classics in their own way. Even the final, which 
maybe was a wee bit of a letdown after all that had 
gone before, did at least give us something the 
previous two finals didn’t-goals from open play. 
Unfortunately, among all the positives of so many 
great games, breathtaking goals, skillful play, 
inspired goalkeeping, there is also a negative. Well, 
perhaps more than one, but one which springs 
readily to my mind. More unfortunately, from my 
point of view, it concerns the referees. 


A matter of interpretation ? 

Once again, at a World Cup finals, 
the standard of refereeing, and the 
consistency, left a lot to be desired. 
Once again, all the blame can’t be 
laid at their door. Back at USA 94, 
FIFA tampered with the Laws of the 
Game only a matter of a few weeks 
before the finals got under way. Changing the laws, 
or at least their interpretation, so close to the start of 
the competition was always going to be a recipe for 
disaster. The result, not surprisingly, was that 
everyone involved-players, coaches, referees-was 
completely confused and nobody-except FIFA-knew 
what FIFA wanted. You may have thought that 
having tried it once, with a less than encouraging 
outcome, they would have learnt their lesson. 
Logically, they wouldn’t want to make the same 
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mistake again. However, we’re talking about FIFA 
here, and as anyone who follows the game knows, 
logic has nothing to do with the way the governing 
body operates. (“any governing body", surely - Ed) 
So it should have come as no surprise to anyone 
when, mere weeks before France 98 was due to kick 
off, FIFA moved the goalposts (metaphorically 
speaking) once again. This time, it was the tackle 
from behind which attracted their attention. Even 
now that the competition is over, confusion still 
reigns about the exact details of the FIFA edict. 
Original reports suggested that all tackles from 
behind were to be sanctioned with an ordering off 
for the offending player. When it was pointed out 
that this meant a player could be sent off for a 
perfectly legitimate tackle, having won the ball 
fairly and made no contact with an opponent, they 
altered their stance slightly. Now, it seemed, only 
those tackles from behind which endangered the 
safety of an opponent would result in an ordering 
off. However | have also read (in BSW) that FIFA 
reportedly made a statement that “all tackling from 
behind is considered to endanger the physical 
integrity of the opponent, so no tackling from 
behind will be tolerated”. And what about a tackle 
from a different angle which also endangered an 
opponent-would that also merit a player being 
ordered off? 


Chaos and confusion. 

Not surprisingly, chaos and confusion 
reigned once more. Having gone 
through the whole season playing or 
refereeing to one system, then being 
expected to adjust to new guidelines 
in such a short space of time, with 
only a few warm-up games in which 
to adapt, was ridiculous and unfair to all concerned. 
Surely FIFA shouldn’t have been surprised when the 
same thing happened this time around, but there 
they were, after the first round of group games, 
criticising the match officials for failing to carry out 
the new instructions to their liking. Which only 
served to make matters worse, as things went from 
one extreme to the other, referees clamping down in 
an effort to keep their lords and masters happy. 
Under the circumstances, maybe there is some 
justification for referees seeming unsure as to what 
was expected of them? Having said that, the point 
should also be made that FIFA showed a video to all 
match officials, showing the kinds of challenges 
they wanted stamped out, and that all referees woul 
have been given the same instructions. There can be 
little justification, then, for such a wide and varied 
fesponse from individual referees to those kinds of 
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tackles. Certainly the instruction that “no tackling from 
behind will be tolerated” (whether or not that was then 
qualified by the “endangered the safety of an opponent” 
afterthought) was ignored by too many referees. 

The tackle from behind, then, understandably became the 
major (although certainly not only) source of controversy 
in the debate over refereeing standards. Actually in the 
early stages, the forecasts of record numbers of send-ofis 
looked to be so much hot air. There were none of the 
really vicious examples of the tackles being targeted, 
players seeming to have heeded the warnings and adopted 
a common sense approach. Referees also played their part, 
generally keeping a low profile but cracking down on any 
signs of over physical play before it could get out of hand. 
The first challenge which came into the X-rated category 
got what it deserved, Austrian referee Gunter Benkoe 
having no hesitation in getting rid of South Korea’s Ha 
Seok-Ju after he flattened Ramirez of Mexico. 


Setting the standard. 

This should have set the standard; all it 
required was for the other referees to 
follow suit. Unfortunately they didn’t. A 
couple of days later Japanese referee 
Masayoshi Okada allowed all sorts of 
challenges by both England and Tunisia to 
go unpunished, and it was all downhill 
from there. Subsequently each referee seemed to be using 
his own interpretation of what did or did not warrant a red 
card in the tackle from behind department, and any 
pretext of a unified or co-ordinated approach to FIFA’s 
initiative vanished. This unfortunately led to some 
referees being unfairly criticised for correctly sending a 
player off, because other players who committed more 
serious offences, had been allowed to stay on by referees 
who were too timid/stubborn/confused to apply the 
instruction correctly. 


The Beckham Incident. 

One such referee was the Dane, Kim 

Milton Nielsen, who sent off David 

Beckham of England against Argentina. 

Quite rightly, too, I should add. However 

due to the many precedents, as mentioned 

above, of players remaining on the field 

following much worse offences, many observers felt some 
sympathy with Beckham. Some tried to justify his actions l 
by saying “but he didn’t kick him all that hard”! That, of | 
course, is completely irrelevant; any player who kicks an 
opponent when the ball is dead-whether a mere tap on the | 
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antde or a full blooded blow-is guilty of violent conduct, 


for which there is only one punishment-the one Beckham 


received, Similarly, many people tried to defend Patrick 


Kluivert, Zinedine Zidane and Laurent Blanc who were all 


ordered off in controversial circumstances for what were 
widely considered as seemingly innocuous offences. On 
all of these occasions, however, the referees got it right 
again. 


Nielsen took a further pasting from many (mainly English 
critics for his overafl performance in that match. Much of 


it, | believe, was unjustified, a view shared by David 
Elleray, one of the top English FIFA referees of recent 


years, who defended his performance in the English press. 


In a classic case of referees closing ranks and showing 


solidarity in the face of adversity, Elleray claimed that all 


those decisions questioned by his critics were, in fact, 


correct, and spelled out his reasons in each case. While, in 


my view, his performance in that game was among the 


best seen in the tournament, | wouldn’t quite go that far. 


the Beckham incident, for instance, rather than castigate 
him for the send-off, his critics may have been better 
served in asking if his opponent shouldn’t have joined 
him. The challenge by Diego Simeone was surely of the 
type FIFA were trying to stamp out, clattering into the 
Englishman from behind, with little pretext of going for 
the ball, I don’t think the Argentinian could have 
complained if he, too, had seen red. Then there was the 
little matter of a handball in the Argentina penalty area, 
Chamot’s fist (another “hand of God”?) clearing the ball 


Don't come home too 300n, 

As in previous tournaments, those 
referees who, in FIFA’s eyes, failed (9 
properly carry out their instructions, 
were to suffer the consequences. ln 
all, ten referees went home after only 


Wi 
ks 

- doing one game, some for fairly 
obvious indiscretions Russian 


Nikolai Levnikov, for example, took no action other 
than to award a free kick against Chiba of Morocco, 
after he almost cut Ronaldo in half with a thigh-high, 
studs-up challenge. This surely warranted a red card, 
and Mr. Levnikov duly found that he was the one 
being dismissed, as he found his services no tonger 
required. Similarly for Lucian Bouchardeau, who 
depending on where you read it is from either Niger 
or Nigeria, who awarded a late penalty to Italy for a 
supposed handball against Chilean defender Fuentes, 
In truth, the ball was struck so hard at him from 
point-blank range that he couldn’t get out of the way, 
and while this may not have been the only reason, it 
probably was a contributing factor in Mr. 
Bouchardeau also finding himself surplus to 
requirements. Another who was quickly dispensed 
with was Colombia’s John Jairo Toro Rendon, who 
controlled (7) the Denmark v. South Africa encoun- 
ter. Anyone who watched that match knows that no 
more needs to be said. 


Out of Africa. 
Possibly the two most controversial 
incidents of the whole tournament 


The Farr Post 


previously unseen camera angle which revealed that 
Goacalves had hauled the Norwegian back by the 
shirt. One in favour of the referees! -well done, Mr. 
Bsharmast! 

Unfortunately no such clear cut reason has yet 
emerged for Cameroon’s potentially winning goal 
against Chile being disallowed, a goal that would 
have seen them in the next round at their opponents 
expense. Omam-Biyik pounced on a header knocked 
down into his path and fired the ball home from the 
edge of the penalty area, only for a free kick to be 
awarded to Chile for reasons that are still unknown to 
all except the referee and/or his assistant. None of the 
angles I've seen this from showed whether the 
assistant raised his flag-the player was clearly a yard 
or more onside and there were no claims from the 
Chile defence-but there seemed to be no infringe- 
menis in the build up either. Neither did we see if the 
referee, Laszlo Vagner of Hungary, had his arm raised 
to indicate an indirect free kick (which would have 
suggested offside). So it’s still a matter of conjecture 
as to why the decision was given. Perhaps part of a 
complex plan to ensure Hungary’s arch-rivals Austria 
couldn’t qualify with a favourable result in the other 
group game against Italy?! Far fetched? Probably, but 
I can’t come up with anything better at the 
moment.....I was going to write to FIFA and ask, but 
as old Sepp still hasn’t answered my last query-sent in 
1993-I probably won’t waste my time. So if there is 
anyone out there who has Mr. Blatter’s ear, or can 


In Conclusion... 

To end on a positive note; while I 
} could come up with much more of the 
o above without trying too hard, I found 
it much harder to fault the assistant 
referees this time around. Usually at 
these major championships there are a 
string of dodgy offside decisions, and 
one or two instances of goals being chalked off that 
should have stood or vice-versa, all because the 
assistants don’t know what to do with their flags. 
(PLEASE, guys, this is a family publication). However 
I have been pleasantly surprised on this occasion that 
this hasn’t been the case. Time after time while 
watching games, I'd think players were offside when 
play was allowed to go on, only to find on replay that 
the assistant got it spot on. There was the usual crop 
where the decision was so close it was well nigh 
impossible to tell for sure, and you had to give the 
officials the benefit of the doubt. But there was only 
one I can remember that was obviously wrong, the 
assistant flagging when the player was a yard or two 
onside. Well done, guys, maybe FIFA’s linesmen’s 
panel idea is beginning to pay off at last. Now we just 
need the referees to get their act together in four years 


Insurance claims 


occurred on the same night. While 
one has been clarified and the referes 
shown to be correct, the other 
remains shrouded in mystery. Both 
had a major impact, happening as 
they did in the third round of the group stage and 
affecting which teams moved on into the knockout 
phase. Both also resulted in African teams being 
eliminated, prompting accusations of an anti- African 


] from Shearer’s head, but England being denied a penalty. 
' Ah, well, 1 didn’t think the one they got should have been 
given, so those two even each other out. 


otherwise shed some light on this mystery, please let 
Se aw. m TFP has been approached to ask whether \ 


any other players out there have had any 
complaints about insurance claims result- 
ing from injuries suffered whilst playing in i 
competition matches. 

A player who has had a serious knee injury 
has had to take time off work, and is upset 


A crime of the highest order - well, 
toa Scot! 

Of course, that wasn’t Mr. Vagner’s 
only controversial decision. During 
Scotland v. Norway, he failed to awar 
a penalty to the Scots when Gordon 


! An Aussie Abroad. 

Our own Eddie Lennie (or Lennie Edwards 
as one American newspaper called him) al: 
attracted his share of criticism after sending 
off Raymond Kalla of Cameroon against 


Italy. This mainly came from Cameroon, 
however, and I can’t really see what they 


were complaining about. Although not from 


behind, his challenge on Di Biagio was an ill-timed two- 
footed lunge, which certainly had the potential to 
endanger his opponent. As Lennie was later appointed to 
Romania v. Tunisia, FIFA obviously didn’t share 
Cameroon’s opinion of his performance. 


conspiracy among the ruling body, with referees 
being implicit in the conspiracy. While this was 
knocked on the head when TV replays and newspa- 
per photos vindicated one referee, the episode still 
leaves a nasty taste. 

The two games were, of course, Brazil v. Norway and 
Chile v, Cameroon. In the former, American referee 
Esfandiar Baharmast awarded a penalty to Norway 
after an incident involving Tore Andre Flo and 
Brazilian defender Goncalves. Initially it seemed as 
if Flo had conned the referee-I certainly thought so- 
but some days later the incident was shown from a 


Durie was dumped right on the edge 
of the penalty area. The incident took 
place on the line, and as the lines are part of the areas 
they mark, this should have meant a penalty kick. 
Instead, he gave a direct free kick just outside, thus 
denying Scotland a chance to take the lead that their 
enterprising attacking play to that point merited, and 
possibly costing them victory. A crime of the highest 
order, in my book, more than enough to warrant 
taking no further part in the competition. Never mind 
ho more games, in fact-he should have been replaced 
by the fourth official at half-time and made to walk 
home. What-biased?! ME? Never!! 


at the delay in payments coming from the 
insurance company. On one occasion he 
had to telephone Melbourne to spark 
some action. 

TFP would like to hear from any other 
players who have had similar dealings. As 
well as the fans TFP aims to speak for the 
players as well. 


ckham Incident - 
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Responsbility 2 by Steve Cooper 


How fickle a football public can be. Here was a player who everybody wanted to be in the team for 
the potential he had to turn games and create chances, and now he is the focus of national anger ! 


Can one player REALLY be blamed for destroying a team’s chances ? Were England really good 
enough to win the Cup ? You could argue that point for ever. If they had got past Argentina, next 
was Holland followed by Brazil even before the Final 1! Yet, on the day ANY of these games 
could have gone either way - look at the way Brazil didn’t perform in the Final. After a slow start, 
this DID look like and England team who could compete with the best . 


I was on holiday in England during the first three weeks of the World Cup, and during the long 
wait between the first round games, everything the squad did or didn’t do, said and ate was 
analysed in minute detail in the press and on TV. Who was in the team, who wasn’t, who should 
be. When Beckham and Owen were left out of the first games, there was national outcry. Hoddle 
was roundly criticised for using the wrong players. Finally their chances came, and the climax to 
all the potential of the team came to a sharp focus in the first 45 minutes against Argentina when 
these young stars shined, Here at last they showed what this England team was really capable of . 
And then it was all cruelly put back in the box at the beginning of the second half ! 


There is no denying that the incident changed the shape of the game . England had to defend for 
the rest of the game to hang on and get to the penalty shoot out lottery. Was the incident a send off 
offence ? My opinion was that the tackle by Simone from behind was a sending off offence, but 
this was Argentina, the masters of fake and histrionics, and generally it really depended on which 
ref you had on the day as to the severity of each incident, despite all the FIFA rulings and dictates 
at the start. Beckham’s flick out WAS deliberate and Simone made the most of it. It WAS retalia- 
tion, even if in frustration, and that should not be a part of the game. 


Now, because of this, he is the target of national frustration for the potential that was cruelly taken 
back. And its not going to go away quickly. This season is going to be hell for him outside of Old 
Trafford - and I suspect even there | He will have to have an outstanding season for the wounds to 
start to heal there, and it really has the potential to destroy his career. He has been subject to a hate 
campaign and needs protection at training. He is even considering making an apology on national 
TV! By doing that, he will increase the focus and pressure on himself by endorsing the view that 
it was all HIS fault ! 


Football is a team game. He was one of a squad of twenty two and I don’t know how many 
backroom staff. The rest of the team COULD have attacked more in the second half against 
Argentina - there was nothing to loose and we may have had a feast of attacking football as in the 
first half. They DID create some chances, and had a goal disallowed, but I cannot recall a single 
thing Owen did in the second half. Batty could have taken a much better penalty and things 
COULD have been so different. 


Whatever happened to collective responsibility ?? 
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More World Cup teams... 
by Steve Cooper 
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As a follow on to Paul Harley’s item on possible World Cup Squads, and in the same vein, I thought 
that you and the readers may be interested in the following National teams that were going around 
our office last month : 
BRAZIL Pinnochio 
Libero 
Vimto Momemto Bomeo Tango 
Cheerio Subbuteo Scenario Fellatio 
Portfolio 
Subs : Placebo, Banjo, Brasso, Stereo L, Stereo R, Hydrochlorofluoro 


CROATIA Itch 
Annoyingitch Hardtoreachitch Scratchanitch Digaditch 
Hic Sic Spic Pric 
Digaditch Fallinaditch Horseraditch 
Subs : Mowapitch, Letsgetrich 
ROMANIA Chatanoogaciouciou 


Atishiou Blessiou Thankiou Stuffiou 
Snookerciou Pennyciou Twoapennyciou Fourapennyciou 
Tilgetcion = Youandwhosarmi 
Subs: Yiou, Noniou, Maniou 


ITALY Baloni 
Potbelli Beerbelli Giveitsomewelli 
Wotsontelli Buggermi Onetoomani Legslikejelli Havabenni 
Wobblijelli Spendapenni 

HOLLAND Kenning Van Hire 

Van Diemansland Van Der Valk Van Gard Van Erealdizeez 

Ad Van Tagus Hertz Van Rental Transit Van Dors Van Coova 
Vsn Sprokendown Aye Van Hoe 

Subs: Van Illa, Van Ishincreme, Van Morrison 


SOUTH KOREA Lok BiHin Yu 
Bin Gon Long Big Long Pic Really OffSong Yu Go Too 
I Got Flu Who L Yu Sneek Up Boo Boy Name Soo 


Bing Bang Bong Bye Bye Yu 


There’s more, but I won’t bore you any further ! 
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France98 - The Program 


by Ewen Anderson 


When Americans get too close to anything to do with football, it's time to worry. (Even though they 
did do a good job at USA 94). In this case the marketing giant ISL has taken control and run things 
when it comes to the programme and merchandise. | have seen two copies of programmes from 
different sources and different games. It appears that a standard souvenir magazine was produced 
and not updated during the tournament. This may have changed for the knockout phase but who 
knows? The cost was 50 Francs ( about $13). 


The ‘program’ contains 172 pages, 49 of which are adverts. Half the adverts come in the last 50 
pages. It is full colour and is in French and English. French is the main language but the English 
text doesn't miss out any of the content. However, what about Spain, Colombia, Chile, Argentina, 
Mexico and Paraguay? They all speak Spanish! So why not a multi lingual programme to suit a 
wider range of fans? 


The programme was locked in around May 25" and so the squads are in many cases all over the 
place. ISL claim them to be accurate as at that date. As squads are limited to 22 players, why then 
list Nigeria with 28 players, S. Africa, Bulgaria, Saudi Arabia, lran and Romania with 26. Denmark 
listed 34, England & Cameroon 29 and on the short side, USA had 17, Croatia 20 and Morocco 19. 


Interestingly, Nigeria drew their players from 12 countries, whilst S. Africa and Romania drew from 
11 & 10 respectively. Cameroon won this race though and called them in from 14 countries. Saudi 
Arabia relied on home based talent as did Japan & England. 


Each country is featured in a 2 page spread with half a dozen colour photos to support. There are 
the usual Welcome features from the president, an article on the WC in general, the WC volun- 
teers, the Back room boys of all teams such as doctors and dieticians, Witch Doctors at African 
stadia, and a comparison with other forms of football. American, Gaelic and Aussie. Yes Aussie! 
There are features on security, refs, merchandise, all the stadia and their towns, the superfit WC 
players, youth football, the building of the Stade de France, the heart of the stadium (the dressing 
rooms) and how football has changed from its rough and tumble early image to a less robust game. 


Plenty to read, but no plan of the draw or where the next games will be played. (Which possibly 
suggests that another programme might have been issued for the latter stages). It’s a full read but 


aimed at a limited market from a language point of view. Articles are short but interesting. There is 
' variety but this at the end of the day is a tournament souvenir which tends to cover up as af 


introduction to the WC rather than an effort to produce a souvenir of a match (or the matches in the 
same group) and by the end of the group stage was out of date. 


. The fact that the squads were so poorly presented with a stab in the dark approach to selecting as 
‘ many players as ISL though might get into the squad shows their inability to research and therefore 


inform as accurately as possible. The layout of the squads wasn't the easiest to read either and 


because of the selections, no shirt numbers were shown - nor was there room to endorse the 


numbers. True, late minute withdrawals can’t be catered for, but in general, this part of the pro- 
gramme was poor. 


A souvenir nonetheless. 
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Street Journal - part 1 


France98 through the eyes of The 


Wail 


by Ewen Anderson 


Whilst most of us had our eyes glued to SBS or read match reports in the local media and other football 
related journals, | took the opportunity to monitor the World Cup through the eyes of the esteemed Wall 
Street Journal, via an e-mail service. Three things that sprang to mind as | perused the offerings were that 
the Americans still pretend they know what they are talking about when it comes to football, they love 
sjalistics and despite the enormity of the occasion, they still couldn't bring themselves to produce daily 


features or reports on the World Cup. 


Some of what they did produce waffled on - so with culling pen in hand, and acknowledgment to TWSJ, I set 
about offering the following ‘diary’ based on some of the things that Americans thought were important. 


June 3.8 days to Kick-Off and the story is all about 
unfair ticketing practices and the shortage of tickets 
for non French residents. The European Commission 
js investigating! They are also investigating rumours 
that the contracts to build the Stade de France were 
surrounded by allegations of chicanery. The Air France 
pilots strike is also looming as a big threat. 


June &.The election of the new FIFA president in- 
spires an incredibly long article, the hero of which is 
Dr Michel D’'Hooghe, president of the Belgian Foot- 
ball Federation. “I am a simple doctor” he says. “When 
j hear those numbers (regarding sponsorship), I'm 
not sure | can write them out’. Havelange has changed 
FIFA into a multi-million dollar corporation, they ex- 
pect to make US$61 million from France98 alone. 


June 8.Germany fly into France with captain Juergen 
Klinsmann claiming they are peaking at the right time. 
Teo Confident? On board their special flight, all play- 
ers are presented with a silver key ring bearing the 
date July 13 - the day they return home if they win! 


June 10. TWSJ has its own rankings. Most of you 
will not agree with them. 1* is Argentina followed 
closely by Netherlands. Norway is 3rd, Yugoslavia 4" 
and Brazil 5". Others are Germany 7°, Romania 9°, 
Croatia 15" and Nigeria 30". Statistic of the day: "30". 
The average age of the German squad, the oldest in 
the WC. Cameroon has the youngest at 24. 

The bookies have Brazil at 11/4; France at 6/1, Italy 
at 7/1, Germany and England at 8 and Argentina & 
Netherlands at 9. tran are 500, Jamaica, Saudi Ara- 
bia, S. Korea & Tunisia are 400. 


June 11. Desperate to find something meaty, TWSJ 
fells us that French football is flourishing and yet it is 
ina state of financial disarray. Thus so many French 
players head overseas. The average income for a 
Frenchman if you play in France is US$26,000 - 
US$40,000. Nicholas Anelka went from PSG to Ar- 
Senal and improved life from US$1,000 per month to 


US$14,700 per month. Interestingly, not one World Cup 
sponsor is French. Is there apathy in the French cor- 
porate world to France 98? 


June 16. Tickets. Where are they all? This one raised 
its ugly head again. Stadium attendances at 3 matches 
monitored showed 16,700 empty seats and yet there 
were no tickets available for sale. Of roughly 2.6 mil- 
lion tickets, only 933,000 were allotted to non French 
people. 21% of the tickets (659,000) were set aside 
for official sponsors - similar to USA 94. However there 
were 1 million more seats there. Keith Cooper of FIFA 
says “The ticketing system for the 2002 World Cup in 
Asia will be different”. 


June 15. The new get tough laws about tackling from 
behind have come into effect. Mr Ha of S. Korea feels 
the wrath. Mr Cha, (his coach), is upset. Berti Vogts 
says “the decision was made by people who are 70 
years old”. Dr D'Hooghe (him again) says that anyone 
who has seen injuries caused by reckless tackles from 
behind would agree it was a good law change. 

The rankings table sees Croatia move up 3 places, 
Mexico up 5, Nigeria up 5, S. Korea down 4. Statistic 
of the day: “90°. In Sunday's clash between Argentina 
and Japan there were 60 fouls or put another way, one 
every 90 seconds. 

The main clubs represented are: Barcelona (13 play- 
ers); Inter ( 11); Celtic and AC Milan (10); Eindhoven 
and Real Madrid (9); and Es Sahel (Tunisia), Man. Utd, 
Juventus, Tottenham, Parma and Chelsea with 8. 


June 16. The magic number for Renault (Belgium) is 
41!. If the Belgians score more than 10 goals, every- 
one who bought a limited edition car before France 98 
(all 300) will get a full refund. Sounds a good bet tome 


as they drew 0-0 in their first game. Philips introduced - | 


a remote TV controller that also doubles up as a bottle 
opener! Riveting stuff! 


June 16. Not Again! The ticket (or lack of them) story 
strikes again. Twice in one day! There were 17 official 
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World Cup tour operators. 150 of FIFA’s 203 mem- 
bers also were able to supply them. ISL (the market- 
ing arm of France 98) refuse to release details of how 
many seats went to each sponsor. 7.5% of the 21% of 
sponsors seats are prestige seats and were offered 
to the public for between US$285 and US$1,000. Just 
the sort of price a normal fan can afford! 


June 77. Relationships are in danger when peak 
sporting competitions are on! So how do women com- 
bat this? They may as well not exist in the eyes of 
their other halves when that spherical object is being 
booted around the gogglebox. In Paris, at the Folies 
Bergeres cabaret, the all female audience root (TWSJ 
words - not mine) for the same team. The California 
Dream Team. Made up of muscle bound prancers, 
they have been shipped in to keep the ladies going - 
right down to the silver stretch G-string. 
Italian women reckon the World Cup is the right time 
to start an affair. Their husbands are too busy to no- 
tice. Coca-Cola in France issued a booklet called 
“Women and Football: Everything you never dared to 
ask men” . Aimed at helping women not make fools of 
themselves, it offers such gems as “When the final 
whistle blows, it's the team leading the score that won’. 
(Hands up who didn’t know that one?) 


June 17. Success on the field at France 98 can do 
wonders for a country’s economy and the ratings of 
its leader. They say that if Ronaldo scores, Brazilian 
president Cardoso will score well in the polls and there 
will be a few extra points of economic growth. A Bra- 
zilian cup victory will boost the social security reforms 
currently stuck in congress. If Nigeria do well, the mili- 
tary leadership could expect improved public support. 
Failure will lead to a greater push for the return to 
democracy. (And we have already seen the first steps 
taken along this path). In Iran, a loss to the enemy, 
(USA), will lead to a backlash by the hard line clerics 
that run the place. (The place must be full of evil west- 
em decadence nowl). 


June 17. South Africa is being coached by a French- 
man. He gets stuck into the local traditions and bathes 
his feet and hands in the blood of a newly slaughtered 
goat. He drinks a special home brew and wears a 
bracelet made from the skin of the dead goat. He then 
eats pap and roasted goats meat. Despite the politi- 
cal changes in South Africa in recent times, the coun- 
try’s biggest sports (rugby, cricket and boxing) remain 
distinctly white. Football though has always been a 


races are black. There are 2 million registered fool. 
ballers and only 100,000 registered rugby players 
Progress has been rapid after years of isolation 
Shortly after winning a spot in France they flew to (he 
United Arab Emirates (sic) to take part in the Confed. 
erations Cup. Their showing was terrible - not surpris- 
ing really as the other teams played in Saudi Arabia} 


Junei7. The rankings show Germany have moved 
up 3, Brazil and Spain are down 2, and Romania up 
2. Argentina are still top and Japan rooted in 32% 
spot. Statistic of the day: “41%”. Of the 37 goals scored 
to date, 41% came from set plays! (Aren't you glad 
you know this!) 

The top rated keepers are De Wilde (Belgium) with 
32 points per game; Zdravkov (Bulgaria) 20; 
Schmeichel (Denmark) 14 & Chilavert (Paraguay) 10, 
2 points are awarded per save or decisive play, 15 for 
a penalty save, 5 for a clean sheet, -10 per goal, - 5 
for a penalty. Dodgy keeper are Pagliuca (Italy) -20, 
Vonk (South Africa) -16 & Zubizarreta (Spain) on -12. 


June 19. The rankings see some minor changes. Bra- 
zil up 2 spots whilst Cameroon & Morocco drop 2. 
Statistic of the day: "100%"; In his 2 games so far, 
Chilean striker Salas has had 3 shots and scored 3 
goals. In the Fair Play stakes, Nigeria have 14 points 
per game followed by Jamaica with 17, Mexico, 
Croatia, England, Norway and Saudi Arabia all with 
20. 

The dirty end of the scale sees Japan with 50 points, 
Bulgaria 44, Tunisia 41, France 37, and Romania and 
Chile with 36. 1 Point is given for each foul, 5 per 
yellow and 10 per red. 

The Bad Boys are Ha (S. Korea) with 14, Kluivert 
(Netherlands), Nankov (Bulgaria), Chiba (Morocco) 
and D Jackson (Scotland) all with 13. (Same scoring 
as for the Fair Play award). 

The most attacking teams are Mexico with 84 points, 
France 79, Croatia 78, Nigeria 73, Brazil 69, England 
66 and Italy 64. The duds are Iran with 23, South Af- 
rica and Belgium with 15. (Points are 10 per goal, 
per shot off target, 2 for on target, 1 per corner, 1 per 
minute spent in the ‘attacking’ zone). 

The most attacking players are Hernandez of Mexico 
with 37 points, Pelaez (Mexico) 36, Vieri (Italy) 32, 
Stanic (Croatia) 29 and Batistuta (Argentina) with 28. 
Other big name hots shots are Shearer in 18" place 
with 18 points, Ronaldo 25" with 14 and Mijatovic of 
Yugoslavia with 4. (Scoring is 15 per goal, 10 per pen: 
alty, 1 pershot off target, 2 on target, 5 per assist), ({t 
is American after all!). 


Part 2 next month 


lhe Farr Post 


proclaiming to be "The home of Queensiand soccer". We thought 
hat the Sports Print site was that. Anyway, we caught up with Rob 
McGlinn, the creator of this site, and he toid us all about it... 
| started the site whilst recovering from a work accident and although I have recovered from the 
accident I am not working full time anymore. I thought of the idea of compiling a local Soccer 
Web site as I noticed while surfing the Web that there weren’t many local sites on the net. I 
originally decided to construct a site with a club listing of the 3 major soccer competitions in 
Brisbane and decided to call it The Brisbane and South East Queensland Soccer Club Directory. 


When I moved house last year to Jimboomba I wanted to find a soccer club to play for locally 
instead of travelling to Ipswich where my last soccer club was. I found that finding a club was 
difficult. There wasn’t any listed in the Yellow pages and | had to rely on word of mouth to find 
one. { thought that as Soccer is growing at such a phenomenal rate imagine the dilemma that 
parents face trying to find a club for their youngsters to play in. I thought I could create a site that 
would help people find a club, so this is how it was born. 


| am constantly experimenting with the content on my site and I might put something in and then 
take it out again later because I didn’t think it would work etc. I have based a lot of the information 
that is in my site from the feedback of the visitors. I have had some good support from the 
Queensland Christian Soccer Association (QCSA) in so far as they e-mail me results, points tables 
etc. 


To date it has not been profitable yet, but I will persevere with the current formula and see how it 
goes. The site has only been up and running approx. 6 weeks and the major search engines have 
only just entered my site on their register. So hopefully we’ll get some clubs and sponsors inter- 
ested soon. 


If you know anyone who could be interested in advertising or know of someone who needs an 
employee I would be most appreciative if you would mention my name. 


Rob's site is at http://qldsoecer.hypermart.net/ 
Other local soccer sites can be found at these URL's... 
Ipswich City Soccer Club - http://Awww.geocities.com/Colosseum/Mid field/7292/ 
Sunshine Coast Soccer - http://www.voxperitus.com.au/suncoast.htm 
Pine Rivers United Soccer Club - 
http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Mid field/3716/ 
Taringa Rovers Supporters Club - 
http://www.users. bigpond.com/c.tillotson/trschome.htm 
Toowoomba United Soccer Club - http://www.users.bigpond.com/aysena/raiders/ 
Queensland Soccer Federation - http://www.ausport.gov.au/soccer/qidhome. html 


All are linked on the Sports Print site - www.sportsprint.com.au 
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28 Letters to Che Cditor 


Dear Sir 

After watching the Argentina v England debacle, I 
sincerely believe that at major finals - including 
the World Cup - there must be TV assistance for 
the referees, as is done in cricket and rugby 
league. Cameroon were robbed of a perfectly good 
goal. I believe that it may go a long way to 
defusing the terraces, if snealcy fouls were to be 
shown on a giant screen, 60 seconds after being 
captured by multiple cameras around the grounds. 
It could even clean up the game too ! 

I for one, love the purity of our code, where 
steroids are not only unnecessary but actually 
produce the reverse effect. Robbie O’Davis, for 
example, is only a little chap, and needs all the 
muscle and bulk that he can get. But our football 
rewards lithe athletes with dexterity and superb 
balance. 

My favourites over the last month have been 
Ortega of Argentina, and Davor Suker, who was a 
picture of composure, calmly waiting to take both 
those penalties for Croatia against Romania. 

Joe Bloggs 

Petrie 


(Mr. Bloggs, I have been strongly in favour of 
stamping out the “cheats” from our game for a 
long time now. I too was also appalled at the 
amount of diving and shirt pulling done by 
players from many nations at the recent World 
Cup. There is obviously a huge amount of 
pressure on these players, and the ‘win at all 
costs’ attitude was more prevalent at this tourna- 
ment than any other that I have seen. Last year I 
wrote - but unfortunately, didnt publish - an 
article about how we should publicly embarrass 
those cheats afier I saw a rugby league player be 


FM 88 Springwood 
Howard Warren bringing you 
all the local and international 


seccer news 
11.30 am - 12 noon every 
Saturday. 


awarded a try after he had obviously not 
grounded the ball correctly, I know for a fact that 
money is being spent on research in Europe to 
use new technologies to help referees make 
decisions, including off-sides, goals, and fouls. 
Unfortunately I believe that FIFA got it wrong in 
bringing in new rules before such a major 
tournament. Rules that in the end were open to 
too much interpretation by the referees them- 
selves. This led to misinterpretation on a grand 
scale, and inconsistencies which only left the 
players frustrated and confused. Again unfortu- 
nately, the referees are a defensive lot, and 
understandably have closed ranks, backing each 
other up. In The (London) Times two days after 
the Argentina v England game that you mention, 
David Ellaray (a top English referee) had an 
article published in which he strongly supported 
the Danish referee in all the controversial 
decisions that he made during that game- Ed) 


Sir, 

I’d like to congratulate you on the web page, 
especially the regular and reliable updates of the 
QSF divisions. I am a Uni of Qld player who 
moved to the United States in May, and have 
been very thankful to your page in keeping me up 
to date with results and tables. 


It has been such a great year for the Uni club, on 
top of last year when we lost only two games in 
Amateur division 1(one being the grand final!). 
And it’s great to be proving QSF wrong in that 
we do attract very good players and have a very 
good team even if we can’t afford to pay players 
for their services - that just isn’t be the uni way! 


Ok, please keep up the good work! And just one 

request and I’m not sure if this can be done - but 
I was wondering if it is possible to put the results 
of the Queensland Cup and Semi-Pro Cup on the 
page? maybe just get the results from the Eye on 

Soccer? 
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—_— 


gut regardless of whether that can be done, thank 
you so much again! 


yours in football! 
Paul Hagenson 


i 
Dear Sir, 


We are still waiting ! 


As the Farina/Marconi fiasco reached its conclusion I 
seem to remember Frank Farina stating that the fans 
would get to know the full story but that then wasn’t the 
time. 


Well, at the time of writing, we are still waiting for some 
explanation why Queenslands highest profile footballer, 
on contract, would up camp and leave with no explana- 
tion to the band of supporters who helped pay his wages. 
What sort of message does this send out to the up and 
coming juniors ? 


Franks only comment to date, as reported in the press, is 
that he would like to return to Queensland at some stage 
to contiune his career. Am I the only one confused ? 


Mike Parker 
Auchenflower. 


Bonnie - Farewell ! 

News that Vox Peritus Pty Ltd, the marketing arm of the 
Strikers, has been dismissed will sadden many support- 
ers. Bonnie Mersiades and her team have provided a very 
professional operation over the last year or so. Any 


I 
29 


enquiry was handled efficiently and their enthusi- 
asm for the Strikers was fantastic. While reasons for 
the dismissal are not clear the impending Frank 
Farina book launch with which the company is 
associated could be the excuse. If that’s the case, 
then it’s petty retaliation at its worst, when there is 
so much work to be done to restore interest amongst 
supporters. 


| presume the enormous task of promoting the 
Strikers after last seasons fiasco will now rest with 
the Perry Park administration. If so, | hope they can 
lift their game as past public relations performances 
would not fill anyone with any confidence. 


Mike Parker 
Auchenflower 


Subscriptions 

To guarantee your copy of TFP during 
the winter season, why not subscribe 
to The Farr Post ? 

A twelve monthly subscription is a 
steal at $25, and (due to a number of 
requests) six months will cost you 
$15. Fill in the form, and send it with 
a cheque to 

The Farr Post, PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, QLD 4171. 


mer ey ies nhc i ee 

| Please send me a (12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. 
| Starting with issue number (The August issue is number 22). | 
| Tenclose a cheque for payable to "Sports Print". | 
| 

| Name | 
| Address | 
| Suburb | 
State Post Code 

| 


_ The Farr Post - For Australians who care about football 


Brisbane City - Spencer Park, Newbery Street, 
Newmarket. Bobby Hamilton is back on board for 
another season - can they do it again this year ? 
Brisbane Lions - Lions Stadium, 133 Pine Road, 


Richtands. New clubhouse now open ! 

Pine Rivers - Wendy Allison Park, 188 
Samsonvale Road, Strathpine. Rivers need a 
succesful season to push for the Premiership. 


Rochedale Rovers - Underwood Park, Underwood 


Road. Rochedale. Pokies, Keno . . .etc. 


Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, 
Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 


Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers 
Soccer Complex, Underwood Park, 
Underwood Road, Rochedale. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 
Lutwyche. 


OTHER SERVICES 


Computer Systems and Software. 
E-mail: www.bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 
Desktop Publishing, Web Page design. 
Contact Tony on 0411 367 357 or at 
ajm@sportsprint.com.au 

FM88 Radio - 11.30 to 12 noon every 
Saturday moming, with Howard 
Warren. 

FM101 Radio - 9.15 to 10 AM 
every Saturday morning, with 
Kieran Cooper. 

Photography - Paul Harley. 
Phone 3267 0681 or at 
paulh@sportsprint.com.au 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


The following clubs and organisations are supporting 
The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. 


On the net... 
The Farr Post is on the 
internet. 
Check us out at 
http://www.sportsprint.com.au 


Quote of the Month 


"Australia deserved to be here 
instead of Iran - what went 
wrong ?" 

Numerous people who | met at 
the World Cup finals. 


Rumour of the Month 


The boys at Perry Park do indeed 
read The Farr Post. (A copy was 
seen in the Editors office of 
Queenslands Most Read Soccer 
Magazine. We leave you to draw 
your own conclusions... 


The Farr Post 
PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, QLD 4171 


Free Car Stickers !!! 


We still have some of our free car sticken 
to give away. These were 


to colour. If anybody wail! 
one, send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to The 
Farr Post, and we'll get one 
out to you. 


Pose 


The Farr Post 
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» This is even ~~ 
better than 
seoring goals! _ 
- ascii 


ne‘ wi09"1uULIds}.10ds' MMM ioe 


Next issue... 

Available over the weekend of 
5/6th September, so keep 
your eyes and ears open... 


Local Results Service 


Every Monday morning Sports 
Print will be publishing the local 
football results and league tables 
over the internet. Currently all the 
XXXX Premier League and Semi- 
pro Division 1 details (all three 
grades), will be available by ap- 
proximately 9 am. 


Write to 

The Farr Post at 
"Sports Priat", 

PO Box 478, Bulimba, 
Qid 4171. 
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’ Pierre, do we ‘ave any ~ 
more copies of Le Farr 
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Next Month... 

We're trying to tee up an in- 
terview with a special Strik- 
ers player, so don't miss out ! 
Check out the website ... 
www.sportsprint.com.au 


Write tous... 
The Farr Post 
PO Box 478 
Bulimba 

Qld 41771 


Che Farr Post = 
bialles Number 23 
Ce a a nein anaes 

fhe Independent Voice Of Footbali In Queensland Monthly 


ee take out Qantas 


This seasons Qantas Cup was won by 
Amateur Division 1 club Southside Eagles 
on Wednesday August 26th. The Bulimba 
based outfit defeated Wynnums fifth 
division team 4-0 at Perry Park. The 
trophy has capped off a succesful season 
for coach Chris Beswick, who is hoping 
that this season will mark the beginning o 
a revival in fortunes for the ex-state 
league champions. 

See page 10 for story 


Interview with Brisbane 
Strikers Andy Harper - more 
from The Wall Street Journal - 
Brisbane Strikers v Marconi 


in Lismore - 
Frank Farina book review - 
"Football's not a matter of life or M. F ‘ : eee t “ 
death, it's much more important COE re Nene ee 
than that." (special report) - 
The late, great Bill Shankly. Letters to The Editor. 


